
2nd Grade
Math

AKS/Objective
● Use addition and subtraction within 100 to solve one- and two-step word problems

by using drawings and equations with a symbol for the unknown numbers to
represent the problem.

● Problems include contexts that involve adding to, taking from, putting together,
taking apart (part/part/whole), and comparing with unknowns in all positions.

This means…

I can add and subtract using manipulatives
and equations to solve word problems.

This looks like…

Your child can add and subtract up to 100 to solve
word problems.

Activity: Solving word problems LEVEL: Proficient

Materials:

Reach out to your child’s teacher to get materials for this activity.

● Counters

● Ten-frames

● Base Ten Blocks

Link to online Counters

Link to online Ten-frames

Link to online Base Ten Blocks

https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/number-frames/
https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/number-frames/
https://apps.mathlearningcenter.org/number-pieces/
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● Paper and pencil

Directions:

1. Parents and children are going to learn/practice how to solve addition and subtraction
word problems using manipulatives such as counters to support our mathematical thinking.

2. Parents will think aloud: Emily had 13 stickers. Her friend gave her some more. Now she has
27 stickers. How many stickers did her friend give her? Use the space to show your strategy
and solve the problem.

3. Parents will think through the problem by discussing each piece and using the
manipulatives or counters to support the mathematical thinking.

4. “I know that Emily has 13 stickers.”  Count out 13 counters to represent the stickers she had
at first.

5. “I know she was given some more stickers, but how many were given to her is unknown”.

The parent may want to begin writing the equation 13 + on a piece of paper.

6. Parents will think aloud: “However, I know that with whatever she was given she had a final

total of 27 stickers”. The parent can complete the equation 13 + = 27 on the paper. The
parent will then count up to 27 adding more counters (of a different color) to determine the
number of stickers her friend gave her.

If the activity is too hard, try this:

● Parents will think through the problem using 1-10 digits and by discussing each piece and
using the manipulatives or counters to support the mathematical thinking. Using ten frames
could help organize the information, so it is suggested. Practice this word problem: “Emily
had 4 stickers. Her friend gave her some more. Now she has 10 stickers. How many stickers
did her friend give her?”

● Parents will think through the problem by discussing each piece and using the
manipulatives or counters to support the mathematical thinking.   Use the ten-frame to
show your math thinking and solve the problem.

● “I know that Emily has 4 stickers”. Count out 4 counters to represent the stickers she has at

first. The parent may want to begin writing the equation 4 + on a piece of paper.

The parent may want to begin writing the equation 13 + (drawing of a triangle) on a piece of paper.

total of 27 stickers”. The parent can complete the equation 13 + (drawing of a triangle) = 27 on 
the paper. The parent will then count up to 27 adding more counters (of a different color) to 
determine the number of stickers her friend gave her.

first. The parent may want to begin writing the equation 4 + (drawing of a triangle) on a piece of paper.
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● Parents will think aloud: “However, I know that with whatever she was given she had a final

total of 10 stickers”. The parent can complete the equation 4 + = 10 on the paper.

● Parents will then count up to 10 adding more counters (of a different color) to determine
the number of stickers her friend gave her.

If the activity is too easy, try this:

● Parents will think through the problem using larger numbers. Using the site below, you can
generate word problems with larger numbers and with different types of
addition/subtraction situations. https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems

● Allow your child to create their own word problems using addition and subtraction within
100. Allow them to write equations and solve the problems. They can present their story
problems to a sibling or allow you to solve their word problems.

● Begin thinking through two-step word problems and allow students to model the problems
using drawing of base ten blocks.

If the activity is just right, try this:

● Parents can discuss the problem. The problem can also be represented by knowing she
had a total of 27 and 13 of those were her stickers to begin with, but how many were given
to her by her friend (27-13)? This can be shown by using ten-frames/counters setting up the
27 and taking away 13 to get the final number.

● Continue to practice word problems in a variety of contexts. Please refer to the chart (click
here) for examples, but increase the examples to two digit numbers.

https://gregtangmath.com/wordproblems
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fAyQMp3wRraK6mVjm16Xi9Dwc7I4DlfK/view?usp=sharing

